        LOYOLA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), CHENNAI – 600 034
B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION – ENGLISH LITERATURE
SECOND SEMESTER – APRIL 2008
EL 2500 - BRITISH LITERATURE

              Date : 23/04/2008 
Dept. No.
        Max. : 100 Marks

                 Time : 1:00 - 4:00 
                                             



I. Interpret the following passages in about 50 words each:

(10 x 2 = 20)

1. Drive my dead thoughts over the universe 

Like withered leaves to quicken a new birth!

2. But Faustus’ offence can never be pardoned; The serpent that tempted Eve may be save but not Faustus.

3. Be she as chaste as was Penelope 

As wise as Saha or as beautiful

As was bright Lucifer before his fall.

4. I am the enemy you killed’ my friend.

5. And sacrilege, three sinnes in killing three.

6. Ah, happy, happy boughs! that cannot shed

Your leaves, nor ever bid the Spring adieu;

7. This humour fills several parts of Europe with pride and beggary.

8. A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure.

9. How dull it is to pause, to make an end, 

To rust unfurnish’ d,not to shine in use!

10. Crafty men condemn studies,

Simple men admire them,

and wise men use them.

PART – A

II. Answer any FIVE  of the following in about 150 words each choosing not more than THREE 

     from either part.





(5 x 8 = 40)

11. Assess Milton as an outstanding sonneteer with reference to “On His Blindness”.

12. Bring out the eerie atmosphere as revealed is in “Strange Meeting”.

13. Examine the symbolism in W.B. Yeats’ “Sailing to Byzantium”.

14. Bores thrive because of the incurable weakness and benignancy of human nature. Discuss.

PART – B

15. What elements of Absurd Drama do you find in “Waiting for Godot”?

16.  How does Bernard Shaw make a satire on love and war in “Arms and the Man”?

17. Discuss Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice” as a social novel.

18. How is Eppie able to bring out a kind of metamorphosis in the life of the monomaniac, Silas Marner?

III. Answer the following in about 300 words each.


(2 x 20 = 40)

19. a) Attempt a study of “Dr. Faustus” as a tragedy of damnation.

(OR)


b) Consider ‘Robinson Crusoe” as a romance.

20. a) The last line of ‘Ode to the West Wind is an oft-quoted one. Why does Shelley conclude his ode like that? What do you understand the line to mean?

(OR)


b) Write an essay on Bacon’s ideas on “Of Studies” and “Of Truth” by bringing 

out Bacon’s use of balance and antithesis.
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